
RESOLUTION NUMBER 64 

VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM MEMORIAL DAY 

 

WHEREAS, just over one-hundred years after the Bolshevik Revolution on November 7th, 2017 one-fifth of 

the world’s population still live under the control of communist regimes; and  

 

WHEREAS, in addition to violating basic human rights communist regimes have suppressed freedom of 

conscience, cultural life, and self-determination movements in more than forty nations; and 

 

WHEREAS, from the famines, purges, and gulags of Soviet Russia, Mao’s Great Leap Forward, the Khmer 

Rouge Killing Fields in Cambodia, the 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre, to the Castro regime’s 2012 murder 

of Cuban democracy advocate of Oswaldo Payá - over the past century communist regimes have killed more 

than one-hundred million people; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation was authorized in 1993 by unanimous Act of 

Congress and signed into law as Public Law 103-199 by President William J. Clinton on December 17, 1993, 

and on June 12th 2007, President George W. Bush dedicated the Victims of Communism Memorial Statue in 

Washington D.C.; and 

 

WHEREAS, in November of 2017, the centennial of the Bolshevik Revolution, Representatives Marcy Kaptur 

(D-OH), Dennis Ross (R-FL), and Chris Smith (R-NJ) announced the formation of the bipartisan Victims of 

Communism Caucus for the 115th Congress; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Victims of Communism Caucus champion designating November 7th as Victims of 

Communism Memorial Day, and in 2019 Representative Dan Lipinski (D-IL), the co-chair of the Victims of 

Communism Caucus, introduced a House resolution listing the many crimes committed by communist regimes 

(resulting in the murder of one-hundred million people) expressing support for this designation; and  

 

WHEREAS, during the current session of Missouri’s General Assembly, House Concurrent Resolution 59 was 

introduced, and on May 1st, 2020 it was placed on the chambers informal third-reading calendar; and  

 

WHEREAS, House Concurrent Resolution 59 calls for the General Assembly to designate November 7th of 

each year as Victims of Communism Memorial Day; and  

 

WHEREAS, Alabama, Arkansas, Idaho, Illinois, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, and Virginia have 

pending legislation or have passed legislation designating November 7th as Victims of Communism Memorial 

Day in their state; and 

 

WHEREAS, many residents of St. Louis have fled communist regimes, including those of Vietnam, Nicaragua, 

China, Cambodia, and Venezuela for a better life in the United States; and 

 

WHEREAS, in August of 2019, the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation established a St. Louis 

commission in order to educate future generations about the ideology, history, and brutal legacy of communism, 

and to advocate for the freedom of those who are still captives of communist regimes.  

 

NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED, by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis, that we urge 

the Missouri General Assembly to act on House Concurrent Resolution 59, and designate November 7th of each 

year as Victims of Communism Memorial Day in Missouri, and we ask that on November 7th the citizens of St. 

Louis remember the past and current victims of communist regimes. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to 

prepare a formal copy of this Resolution to the end that it might presented at a time, place and to those deemed 

appropriate by its sponsor.  

  



Introduced this 6th day of November, 2020 by: 

The Honorable Carol Howard, Alderwoman 14th Ward 

 

Adopted this ___ day of _____, 2020 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_____________________     ____________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 


